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On Sept. 15, Paraguayan Ambassador to Bolivia Ret. Gen. Ramon Duarte Vera resigned from his
post following 12 years of service in La Paz. Duarte Vera had been repeatedly charged by opposition
parties, as well as labor and human rights organizations, with responsibility for the torture of
opponents of the former military regime during his tenure as Asuncion police chief between 1956
and 1966. In 1989, opposition legislators formally requested his removal, but both the Stroessner
and Rodriguez governments have periodically reappointed him to the post. Former Chamber of
Deputies president Miguel Angel Aquino told reporters that he and other legislators had been the
victims of Duarte Vera's brutality. He said these include current deputies Sandino Gill Oportuno
(head of the congressional human rights committee), Aniano Dennis Estigarribia and Francisco
Jose de Vargas, as well as senators Ludovico Tessada Sa and Waldino Ramon Lovera. On Sept. 22,
the Bolivian Chamber of Deputies refused to authorize President Jaime Paz Zamora's request to
grant Duarte Vera the country's highest diplomatic honor, the "Great Condor of the Andes." The
Senate had previously approved the request. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 09/15/92, 09/22/92;
Agence France-Presse, 09/23/92, 09/25/92)
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